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Portable Visual Basic.NET

Visual Basic.NET for Xamarin using Portable Class Libraries

Overview
In this guide we’re going to walk through creating a new Visual Basic class library in Visual Studio as a Portable
Class Library (PCL) project that can be referenced from Xamarin.iOS and Xamarin.Android projects.

Xamarin iOS and Android projects do not natively support Visual Basic; however developers can use Portable
Class Libraries to migrate existing Visual Basic code to iOS and Android, or to write significant portion of their

application logic in Visual Basic.

Requirements

Portable Class Library Support was added in Xamarin.Android 4.10.1, Xamarin.iOS 7.0.4 and Xamarin Studio

4.2, meaning any Xamarin projects created with those tools can incorporate Visual Basic PCL assemblies.

To create and compile Visual Basic Portable Class Libraries you should use Visual Studio 2012 or newer on

Windows.

NOTE: Visual Basic libraries can only be created and compiled using Visual Studio. Xamarin.iOS and

Xamarin.Android do not support the Visual Basic language.

If you work solely in Visual Studio you can reference the Visual Basic project from Xamarin.iOS and

Xamarin.Android projects.

If your iOS and Android projects must also be loaded in Xamarin Studio you should reference the output

assembly from the Visual Basic PCL.

Visual Basic.NET in Visual Studio

This section walks through how to create a Visual Basic Portable Class Library using Visual Studio. Later

sections describe how to reference the PCL in other projects, including Xamarin.iOS and Xamarin.Android apps.

Creating a PCL

When adding a Visual Basic PCL in Visual Studio you must choose a Profile that describes what platforms your
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