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The Surface Pro 4 you've been wishing for—at a new lower price.

Shop now > Learn more >

Windows Assessment and Deployment Kit (Windows ADK) for Windows 8.1 Update

i Windows Assessment and Deployment Kit for Windows 8.1

Installing features...

Owverall progress: 3% complete

The Windows Assessment and Deployment Kit (Windows ADK) is a collection of t |
that you can use to customize, assess, and deploy Windows operating systems to Acquiring Windows Preinstallation Environment (Windows PE)...
computers.

@ Details

Version: Date Published:
1.0 Q/15/2014

File Name: File Size:
adk\adksetup.exe 1.4 MB

The Windows ADK enables two key scenarios: Windows deployment and Windows assessment.

Windows Deployment is for OEMs and IT professionals who customize and automate the large-scale installation ol
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Next, open the GlmageX tool. Extract the downloaded archive and run the correct version of the
program for your computer — the x64 one on a 64-bit version of Windows or the x86 one on a
32-bit version of Windows.
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Click the Apply tab in GlmageX. In the Source box, browse for the install.wim file you found
earlier. In the Destination box, choose the external drive you'll be installing Windows To Go on.
Click the Apply button and GlmageX will image the Install.wim file onto the USE drive.

Wait for the imaging process to complete before you continue. This is the longest part, although

it shouldn't take too long. The imaging process only took 12 minutes for us, even though we Rankeg
were putting our Windows To Go system onto an external mechanical drive over a slower USB #1 TESt
2.0 connection. Ma nagment
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Make the Partition Active

You'll now need to make the Windows To Go RELATEI
partition active so your computer will boot off |
that partition when you choose to boot from
the external device.

Understanding Har
Drive Partitioning v
Disk Management

First, open the Disk Management tool —
right-click the Start button in the bottom-left corner of your Screen or press Windows Ke
and click Disk Management.

| ocate the external drive in the list, right-click the partition you imaged the Windows To Go
system onto, and select Mark Partition as Active. This will mark that partition as the “active,”
bootable partition on that external drive.
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Choose other options

Use repair tools, run Windows from

. _ G+ Follow +1
another device, or see more options

b AR GG CEL ¢ 48.5K followers

Both versions of Windows use the NTFS file system, so you can easily access your files from

whichever version of Windows you're using. You'll see your other Windows drive appear with its Ranked
own drive letter in File Explorer or Windows Explorer. You can right-click a drive and select #1T
Rename to give it a more descriptive label, like “Windows 10" or “Windows 7." est
Managment
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If you want to dual-boot Windows 10 and Linux, you should install Windows 10 first an i
your Linux distribution of choice afterwards. That's the ideal way to set up any Window:
Linux dual-boot configuration — Linux will install the GRUB2 boot loader and set it up s
can choose whether to boot Linux or Windows when you boot your PC. If you install Wi
10 afterward, it will install its own boot loader and ignore your Linux system, so you'll b
restore the GRUBZ boot loader.
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Transferring data from www.howtogeek. com. ..

L ocate the external drive In the list, right-click the partition you imaged the Windows lo Go
system onto, and select Mark Partition as Active. This will mark that partition as the “active,”

bootable partition on that external drive.
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Open
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» Format...
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Create Boot Entries on the USB Drive

Next, you'll need to create the appropriate boot entries on the \
loader. First, open a Command Prompt window as Administrat
the Start button in the bottom-left corner of the screen or press
Command Prompt (Admin).

Next, run the following two commands to switch to the Window
drive letter in place of X. Open a File Explorer window to see th

.........................................................................

G Administrator: Command Prompt

icrosoft Windows [Uersion 6.3.76801]
Cc>» 2013 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

sWindowsssystemd2 >F:
F:%>cd Windowsssyztem32

F:“Windows“~System3d2 >

E_.= Server Manager
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.| Administrator: C:\Windows\system32\cmd.exe

Source

run the following command, replacing X with the dri
Wingc il ws To Go on it.

(As Microsoft's
USE flash d e

3 "|_ this command “creates boc S
ther a UEFI-based or a BIOS-bas
/f
Administrator; Command Prompt

icrosoft Windows [Uersion 6.3.76HHA]
tc>» 28013 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Jaddlast
RN ETF IR ERESTES o e b2y o 1 =3 te-boot-files-on-windows-to-go-usb-drive
F:v>cd Windowsssystemd2

sWindowssSystemd2 *bcdboot.exe F:“Windows /s F: ~f ALL
Boot files successfully created.

F:sWindows“System3d2 >

Examples: bcdboot ¢
becdboot
becdboot c:
becdboot
becdboot ¢
becdboot ¢

Boot Windows To Go

You now have a Wi

[/m [10S Loader ID}]] [/ addWast] [/p]l [/cl
Specifies the location of the windows system root.

Specifies an optional 10ca1e arameter to use when
initializing the BCD store. e default 1s US English.

SEeciFiES an optional volume letter parameter to designate
the target system partition where boot environment files are
copied. The default is the system partition identified by
the firmware.

Enables wverbose mode.

If an 05 loader GUID 1s provided, this ngtinn merges the
iven loader object with the system template to produce a
ootable entry. Otherwise, only global objects are merged.

SEeciFiES that the existing default windows boot entry
should be preserved.

Used with the /s command, specifies the firmware type of the
target system partition. Options for <firmware> are "UEFI'
"BIOS', or 'ALL".

Specifies that the windows boot mana erlfirmware entry
$I0u1d be added last. The default behavior 1s to add 1t
irst.

specifies that the windows boot manager firmware entry
position should be preserved. If entry does not exist,
new entry will be added in the first position.

SEECiFiES that any existing objects described by the template
should not be migrated.

‘\windows /1 en-us

- wwindows ,5 h:

‘windows ,5 h: /f UEFI

windows /m {d58d10c6-df53-11dc-878F-00064F4f4e08}
:windows “d Jaddlast

\windows /p

E:\Windows\System32>bcdboot.exe e:\Windows /s E: /f ALL
Failure when attempting to copy boot files.

P - - i ndows\System32=cd C: Prngram Files (x86)\Windows Kits\8.1\Assessment and De
d boot from it — p]nyment Kit\ .Deployment Tools\ x86\BCDBoot

E:\Windows\System32>c:)

1 l, ]

c:%" 15 not recngn1zed as an internal or external command,
operable program or batch file.

The first time you boot the Windows installation on the drie, you'll have to go thrc|§

first-time setup process }":nu 'd see er installing Windows on a computer norma

- Windows To Go drive. Windows To Go ¢ Tn::n:l-| 5

:\Windowsh\System32»c:

C: Prugram Files (x86)'\Windows KitSHS.lHASSESSmEHt and Deployment Kit\Deployment
X6 BCDBGGt?debGGt exe e:‘\Windows /s E: /f ALL

em, although pl,r otes a few differences — for example, [l Files 5uccessfu11y created.

Go system boots with internal disks u:::uﬁl'-"le by default. This is designed to prevent [N

from accidentally being saved onto an internal disk when using Windows To Go. Tools?

What You Need to Know
About Using UEFI
Instead of the BIOS

' How to Boot Your
= Computer From a Disc or
.I--; Hl;uuuru e USE; DriVE

Rlgfren oot A
[T AP

paid Partition Assistant application includes a Windows To Go Creator function, but you

gram Files (x86)‘\Windows Kits'8.1\Assessment and Deployment Kit'\Deployment
Xx86\BCDBoOt>_







